
AP Human Geography*  
Summer Assignment 2019-2020 

*NOTE: This assignment is for both APHG only and APHG / APES Combo students. COMBO students 
have TWO additional requirements seen at the end of this assignment. 

 
Part I: Map Skills 

 You must create a collection of maps (6) to illustrate regions of the world. Each regional map should 
include all of the following: 

o Title 
o Labeled Political and Physical Features (see next page) 
o Maps should be colored and neat. You may include symbols or illustrations. Be creative! 
o You may hand-draw your maps or create them digitally. Templates are available on school 

website: https://www.gcpsk12.org/PeachtreeRidgeHS 
o Maps should be presented on 8.5 x 11 paper—one regional map per page. 

 
Part I: Current Events Analysis 

 Choose THREE (3) of the topics below. 

 Find a current event article (see reputable sites / sources) related to each of the three topics you chose. 

 Your article must have occurred within the last 3 years.  

 You must provide a copy of the article (with date and source attached). 

  You will write a minimum one-page hand-written analysis in complete sentences including the 

following information: 

o Summary of the current event article 

o Explanation of how the historical event impacts the current situation 

o What is one possible solution to the situation? Explain. 
o Be sure to use MLA citation for all research and analysis (see attached examples for help) – THIS 

INCLUDES BOTH PARENTHETICAL CITATION AND BIBLIOGRAPHY. 
 

Good Sources of International News on the Internet are:  
*Al Jazeera: http://www.aljazeera.com/ 

* Time Magazine: http://time.com/ 
* New York Times International News: http://www.nytimes.com/pages/world/  
* International Herald Tribune: http://www.iht.com  
* BBC World News: http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/  
* Washington Post (organizes by country): http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/world/search/list/index.html 

Possible Topics: 

 Arab Spring and the Syrian Civil War 

 Environmental impacts due to rapid industrialization in China (What is Chinese govt. doing about it?) 

 Trade war (tariffs on Chinese goods, trade negotiation) 

 Great Britain Referendum (Brexit) and its impact on European interdependence / supranationalism 

 Gender inequality / dowry deaths in South Asia 

 Water boundary disputes in Africa 

 Water boundary / disputes in the Middle East  

 Sanitation concerns due to rapid urbanization in South Asia 

 Sanitation concerns due to rapid urbanization in Latin America 

 Immigration from Latin America and impacts both on home country and destination country 

 Desertification in Africa (Causes and Effects)  

http://www.aljazeera.com/
http://time.com/


Map # Region of the World / Political 
Features  

(1 per 8.5 x 11 sheet of paper)  

Physical Features to Label 

1 Southwest Asia (label countries) Tigris River                    Arabian Sea               Black Sea 
Euphrates River            Empty Quarter          Persian Gulf 
Fertile Crescent             Plateau of Iran           Red Sea 
Zagros Mountains        Caspian Sea 

2 Africa (label countries) Nile River                       Sahara Desert            Orange River 
Mediterranean Sea        Zambezi River           Red Sea 
Sinai Peninsula              Lake Victoria              Sahel 
Kalahari Desert             Atlas Mountains        Congo River 
Ethiopian Highlands    Namib Desert             Mt. Kilimanjaro 

3 South Asia (label countries) Ganges River                 Indus River                 Himalayas 
Indo-Gangetic Plain     Indian Ocean              Hindu Kush 
Deccan Plateau              Bay of Bengal 

4 East and Southeast Asia (label 
countries) 

Yangtze River                Tibetan Plateau          Xi River 
South China Sea            Pacific Ocean             Gobi Desert 
Mekong River                East China Sea            
Huang He (Yellow) River              

5 Latin America (Central and South 
America) (label countries) 

Amazon River                Yucatan Peninsula   Rio Grande 
Sierra Madres Mtns.      Gulf of Mexico          The Pampas 
Andes Mountains          Atlantic Ocean          Pacific Ocean 
Caribbean Sea                 Isthmus of Panama 

6 Europe (label countries) Mediterranean Sea         Alps                            Ural Mountains 
Pyrenees                          Apennines                  Black Sea 
Carpathian Mtns.           Danube River            Rhine River 
English Channel             Pindus Mountains    Baltic Sea 
North Sea                        Atlantic Ocean 

 
Map and Current Event Analysis should be bound together in a portfolio/report cover with an illustrated cover 
sheet. Remember the analysis should not be typed and all outside information and pictures must be cited. The portfolio is 
to be turned in on the first day of class. 
 

Citation Help: 

1. PRHS Media Center has provided some wonderful tools for how to cite your research correctly. Check 

out their page on MLA citations: https://www.gcpsk12.org/Page/10801 

2. In MLA style, referring to the works of others in your text is done by using what's known as 
parenthetical citation. Immediately following a quotation from a source or a paraphrase of a source's 
ideas, you place the author's name followed by a space and the relevant page number(s). 

Ex: Human beings have been described as "symbol-using animals" (Burke 3). 

3. If no author is given, use a shortened title of the work instead. Place the title in quotation marks if it's a 
short work, or italicize or underline it if it's a longer work. (Language as Symbolic Action 3) 
 

4. Your in-text citation will correspond with an entry in your bibliography, which, for the Burke citation 
above, will look something like this:  
 

Burke, Kenneth. Language as Symbolic Action: Essays on Life, Literature, and Method. Berkeley: U of California P,  
1966. 

  

https://www.gcpsk12.org/Page/10801


The assignment below is ONLY for APHG / APES COMBO Students! 

APHG / APES COMBO Addendum 

If you are taking the APHG / APES Combo class, you will complete the above assignment, but in addition 

to the map labeling, students will do the following: 

1. Describe the biome for each of the six regions. 

2. Make a climatogram for each of the six regions. 

3. Choose at least TWO (2) of the three current event articles that is tied to the environment: 

 Environmental impacts due to rapid industrialization in China (What is Chinese govt. doing 

about it?) 

 Water boundary disputes in Africa 

 Water boundary / disputes in the Middle East  

 Sanitation concerns due to rapid urbanization in South Asia 

 Sanitation concerns due to rapid urbanization in Latin America 

 Desertification in Africa (Causes and Effects) 

APHG / APES  COMBO Climatogram Instructions  

     

A Biome is a group of ecosystems that have the same climate and dominant communities.  Climate is 

defined by temperature and precipitation along with other factors.  The climate determines what kinds 

of organisms inhabit an area.  A climatogram is a graphical representation of the average monthly 

precipitation and the average monthly temperature.  In this lab you will first analyze an unknown 

climatogram to learn more about using climatograms.  Following that, you will practice and make a 

climatogram for Williamsburg, VA, and use it to learn about the biome that Williamsburg is in and 

pressures that are placed upon organisms within the biome.   

 

Analysis of an Unknown Climatogram (use figure 1 

and table 1): 

1. Describe the location of temperature on the 

graph. Note this is a line graph! 

2. What unit is temperature given in? 

3. What is the temperature range? (Give the 

lowest temperature and the highest 

temperature) 

4. Describe the location of precipitation on the 

graph. Note this is a bar graph! 

5. What unit is precipitation given in? 

6. What is the approximate total precipitation? 

7. Label the x and y’s appropriately.  Do this on 

the figure to the right. 
8. What biome is this likely an example of? 

9. What are some possible environmental stresses 

placed on organisms found in this biome? 

 

Figure 1 – Unknown Biome Climatogram 



Table 1 – Climatic Ranges for Terrestrial Biomes 

Terrestrial Biomes Average Yearly 

Temperature Range 

(0C) 

Average Yearly 

Precipitation (cm) 

Tundra -26 > 4 < 25 

Taiga -10 > 14 35 - 75 

Temperate Desert -5 - 25 < 25 

Temperate Grassland -5 - 25 25 - 75 

Temperate Deciduous 

Forest 

-5 - 25 75 - 125 

Temperate Rainforest 10 - 28 > 200 

Tropical Desert 23 - 28 < 25 

Savanna 23 - 28 25 - 75 

Tropical Deciduous 

Forest 

23 - 28 100 - 150 

Tropical Rainforest 23 - 28 > 200 
 

Table 2 – Temperature and Precipitation Data for Williamsburg, VA 

Months J F M A M J J A S O N D Range of 

Temp. and 

Total Prec 

Avg. 

Temp. 

(0C) 

4.1 5.1 9.2 14.4 19.1 23.4 25.4 24.7 21.7 15.6 10.4 5.6  

Total 

Precip. 

(cm) 

9.4 9.0 10.4 8.2 10.5 9.9 14.5 13.1 9.9 7.8 8.2 8.2  

 
Using table 2 construct a climatogram for Williamsburg, VA in the blank climatogram below and answer the 

following analysis questions.  Be sure to title your climatogram and label each of the axes with a title and units. 

 

1. What is the average yearly temperature range for Williamsburg, Va? 

 

2. What is the total yearly precipitation (in this data set) for Williamsburg Va? 

 

3. In what biome is Williamsburg, VA? 



 

4. What are the dominant forms 

of vegetation found in 

Williamsburg? 

 

 

 

 

5. What are the dominant types 

of animals found in 

Williamsburg? 

 

 

 

 

6. What are some possible 

environmental stresses placed 

on organisms found in this 

biome? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

        
Table 1 - Temperature & Precipitation Data for Different Biomes (research and complete the data table for 

average annual temperature and precipitation by month).  You must collect this data to make your 

climatograms.  Your climatogram title is the name of the region/biome that it is (use table on 1st page to 

determine the biome).  Label each axis and give units! 

 

 

B
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E 

Temp. (C) or 

Precip. (cm) 

J F M A M J J A S O N D Range of 

Temp. or 

Total 

Precip. 

1 T              

 P              

2 T              

 P              

3 T              

 P              

4 T              

 P              

5 T              

 P              

6 T              

 P              



For each of the six regions, first plot the data on 

the blank climatogram, then create the 

climatogram.  You can use the internet to help 

answer the following questions about each 

biome/climatogram on the back of each 

climatogram.  Climatograms should be done by 

hand on a full sheet of graph paper using the 

same scale/intervals pictured to the right for 

each so they can be compared. 

 

1. What is the average yearly temperature 

range for your biome? 

2. What is the total yearly precipitation for 

your biome? 

3. What is your biome? 

4. What are some abiotic factors of your 

biome? 

5. What are the dominant forms of 

vegetation and their adaptations found in 

your biome? 

6. What are the dominant types of animals 

and their adaptations found in your 

biome? 

7. What are some possible environmental 

stresses placed on organisms found in 

this biome? 
  



APHG Summer Assignment Rubric      Name: _________________________________ 
Assignment Element Points Earned (/Pts. 

Possible) 
Comments 

Current / Historical Event 
Analysis (3 total), including: 
- Hand-written (ink only), at least 1-page 

- Article with source and date attached 

- Complete sentences 

- Summary of article 

- Analysis with historical events  

- Possible solutions 

- Correct parenthetical citations (no 

plagiarism) and bibliography 

               /48 

 

Annotated Maps   
 Each map should be your 

original work, colored on 
8.5 x 11 paper and must 

include: 

      

- Correct labeling of political /    
          physical features 
-        hand-written 
-        colored 
-        a title 
-        biome described (COMBO ONLY) 
-        climatogram (COMBO ONLY) 

Map #1: “Southwest Asia” 
  /8 

 
 
 

Map #2: “Africa”   

/8 
 
 
 

Map #3: “South Asia” 
   /8 

 
 
 

Map #4: “East and Southeast 
Asia” 
   

/8 
 
 

Map #5: “Latin America” 
   /8 

 
 
 

Map #6: “Europe” 
   /8 

 
 
 

   

Neatness 
     -Bound 
     -Legible; no pencil 
     -Illustrated cover sheet 
     -Maps neat in appearance 

/4 

 

   

TOTAL: 
 
 

/100 
 

 

 


